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The Project
Reading club to celebrate 
forty years of Women, Gender 
and Sexuality Studies 



PUtting it together

idea

What feminist texts were published in 
1981? 

This Bridge Called My Back had an 
impact on me in 1981. 

A smaller ask so students could fit it 
in more easily. 

Expanding what I’m teaching. 

The year

The book

Not Quite a 
Book Club

Information 
Literacy



Support
Both my immediate supervisor and our library 
director supported my idea. I asked if the 
library would be willing to buy books for club 
members - the answer was yes! 



What Happened
Planning

Information literacy 
Collecting info from interested students 

Reading
I thought students might want to choose readings and lead discussion 

This was too much for them with their coursework, so I chose readings 

Discussion
Students had a lot of thoughts: about the readings and the info literacy topics 

Attendance dropped as the semester continued 



The Takeaway
Students

Unique 
Experience

Information 
Literacy

“Reading this in Reading 
Club allowed more room to 
discuss personal experiences 
and how the content related 
to our own lives.” 

 

Library

High participation is not the 
only measure of a program’s 
success. 

“It was a difficult book to get 
published but its message 

was and still is important to 
share.” 



Thoughts 
or 

Questions?



The concept

Path of least 
Resistance



2000



2019



Path of least resistance

Principles
● Start with yourself 

● Look for easy openings 

● Collaborate with people you are already connected to 

● Avoid things that have no reward 

● Do the work according to your schedule 

● Don’t try to control the outcome 



What DO YOU WANT TO Do?

What would you like to start?

What do you need? 

What are the barriers?

How do you bypass those barriers?

Where are the open doors?

in your work, home, personal life, community organizations… 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